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Latin America Corruption: 1990-Present
The state of corruption in Latin America has been a concern too many, both citizens as well as the international community. The past few years about 11 presidents and former presidents in Latin America have been forced to leave the office or jailed and some are under investigation for corruption issues. This state of affairs in the Latin American countries gives observers a cause for concern due to the frequent and pervasive influence of corruption. Corruption is a problem, not only political but Economic and Social as well. Over the years since the 1990s, corruption has thrived and increased in Latin America, a fact that has been confirmed by the transparency international corruption perception index. The CPI figure shows that Latin American countries are among the most affected by corruption in the world. Corruption has negatively impacted the Latin American economy, especially in Brazil. This research reveals that an intense rate is directly linked to lower levels of economic welfare and direct foreign investment in the region. Therefore, this completely improving the country's economic growth as well as tackling corruption issues begins with the integrity of the government.
Whether political, economic, or social corruption, the Latin American countries have been the most affected by all forms of corruption. However, political corruption has been the most severe problem facing some of the Democratic countries in Latin America, especially in Brazil. According to Canache and Michael, political corruption is understood as the most basic abuse of public power for some private benefit (91).  Political corruption has been the most significant problem since the 1990s. Many political leaders have been forced out of office due to corruption charges. For example president, Fernando Collar de Mello was forced to resign following numerous scandals involving an “influence-peddling ring” during the electric company (Canache & Michael 91). Apart from the political corruption, the corruption has been immense as well. According to Lynch, this song called “car wash scandal” involves a lot of money that has given Brazil a lot of fame in one of what has been considered the largest corruption scandal in the world (115). According to Lynch, this corruption so far has led to the removal of the certain president including President Dilma Rousseff (115). Furthermore, these corruption charges have also resulted in applications against key political leaders including accusations against 50 congressman and other 1000 politicians who have been accused of accepting a bribe from “a single meatpacking company” (Lynch 115). 
Corruption in the 1990s
Corruption in Latin America, especially Brazil, started during the Colonial and mostly after the post-independence period. According to Lagunes et al., during the post-independence period, officials in Brazil were expected to buy their positions in the government (3). This according to Lagunes et al. further increased and encouraged the bribe seeking amongst the officeholders (3). Over the years, corruption has prepared across the country and now it is wreaking havoc to the country's economic development and future prosperity. Even though few citizens in Brazil experience corruption in their daily lives, they can't to where they are frequent and improperly dealt with when they occur. Over the past years, corruption has progressed and advanced due to an inadequate anti-corruption system that can help deal with corruption cases. According to Goldstein et al., for more than a century, corruption has thrived and flourished throughout the Latin American countries, especially Brazil (303). Based on Charles Darwin's comment on corruption in South America, Goldstein et al., further explain that every person in the government can be bribed (303). This paints a picture of the root cause of corruption in Latin American countries, especially Brazil in the post-independence time. According to Goldstein et al., corruption has continued in social life in the Latin American region. Corruption in Brazil ranges from patronage, cronyism, and nepotism two other forms of corruption such as coronelismo (Goldstein et al. 303). Data obtained from the international transparency CPI figure shows that the practice of bravery and misuse or mismanagement of resources are among the key corruption issues facing Brazil and other Latin American countries such as Peru, Paraguay, and Mexico (Lagunes et al., 4). 
Corruption in Brazil Today
By the end of the 1980s, corruption had started taking a different shape in the Latin American countries such as Brazil. According to Lynch, the countries started looking better than they had in over a century before (115).  Most countries including Brazil had started the democratization process. However, this did not do much in the years that followed the 1990s as corruption continues to thrive, especially among the political class or elites. 
Most Significant Corruption Case
The two main corruption issues that have been remarkably used to identify corruption in Brazil include the operation car wash. According to Lynch, the “operation car wash” scandal was the most notorious corruption scandal in recent Latin American history (115). The investigation that started in 2014 ended up being directed to the highest levels of the Brazilian government. The name “car wash” was derived from small businesses in Brazil that engaged in organized crime and money laundry. The investigators found out that the small-scale money launderers were indeed working for top government officials in the Brazilian government (Lynch 115). Others involved wow top business people such as the officials at Petrobras, a giant Brazilian state-run oil company. The problem of corruption in Brazil is not a new scenario. However, what makes this corruption different and unique is the active involvement of all those who are paying the bribes and providing the kickbacks for government officials or other top organizations management to get favor for services. According to Lynch, the common denominators in most Latin American countries involved in corruption such as Brazil, Peru, and also Mexican is that the focus is only on the receiver of the illicit funds but the equal concern is directed towards those who paid the bribes (115). Ending corruption in Brazil and any other Latin American countries involved in corruption does not end with the prosecution of the people receiving the bribes or illicit funds, but it should start with increased awareness of corruption amongst the Brazilian population to ensure that those who pay the bribes or provide the kickbacks can understand the implication to their country. 
According to Lynch, the common denominator in the corruption issues in Brazil is the equal relationship between those who receive bribes and those who give those (115). According to BBC, corruption has boosted the careers of political leadership in Brazil and enhanced production in other areas and the departments within the government and also in the private business environment (2). A bribe is the main form of corruption in Brazil. Various causes have been highlighting in the past present years since the 1980s involving bribe from the top leadership of the government to private companies as well as other countries in the Latin American region as well as across the world. As reported by BBC, the most significant bribe scandal in Brazil is the Odebretch scandal, which involved top government officials including the president, the vice president, and other political leaders such as ministers (5). According to BBC, most government ministers under President Michel Temer have been accused of corruption. This includes the current president Jair Bolsonaro, who was arrested and released in separate corruption cases all related to the Odebretch scandal. Even though bribe is the main form of corruption in the Brazilian government and economic environment, mismanagement of the country's resources is also a huge concern. 
Impact of Corruption in the Economic Growth
Due to intense pressure, Brazilians have suffered many for years due to the inability to attract International Development and economic partners. According to Lagunes et al., Corruption has lowered the levels of international investment in the Latin American region (1). Investors fear to invest in Brazil because of the seat of corruption as well as weak anti-corruption measures and systems. However, this has further affected even the innocent Brazilians who have not participated in any form of corruption. According to Singleton, Brazil has been ranked at number 136 out of 137 among countries with the lowest and poorest economic systems (1). According to the author, the world economic forum in 2018 ranked Brazil at number 136 due to various reasons (Singleton 1). For example, the country's pension system that currently allows many of its employees to retire with full benefits at the age of 50 is incredibly proving to be a challenge to the country's economy (Singleton 1). This together with the overprotective Brazilians labor system, Brazil has not been able to attract many investors, especially from foreign countries. 
Even though democracy came about to help eradicate corruption and other social vices that affect the country, Brazil has not been able to benefit from the potential benefits of democracy. According to Silva, most of the corruption cases that have emerged in Brazil are as a result of what he describes as “accident appearance” (29). According to Silva, most of these corruption cases have not been investigated or highlighted by the Congress or even the federal system of control, instead, they have appeared to the people accidentally (29). most scholars agree that Brazil together with many other Latin American countries lack effective policy system as well as an anti-corruption mechanism within the government to help root out the problem. The incredibility of the existing legal systems started in the 1980s. As Silva explains, the appointment of certain government officials who had been implicated in the corruption in the early 1980s such as the economics, Jose Carlos Alves dos Santos as a senator technical assistant and budget assistant in 1985 and 1988 further eroded the credibility of the congress (29). Under his watch, some significant corruption scandals include the budget corruption of$27 million that was meant for Brazilian society (Silva 29). This mismanagement and misuse of the Brazilian public resources created an avenue for more corruption cases that have been witnessed over the years since the 1990s. Even though most of the corruption cases have occurred in the congress, but most of them are said to be structured inside the political machine in the Brazilian executive power (Silva 29).
Corruption and the Economic Recession 
One of the most economic and political impacts of corruption in Brazil is the recession, which has persisted in the past decades. Gilbert explains that Brazil has been experiencing one of its worst recession in two decades (2). This has been largely div 2 corruption and the political as well as economic uncertainty that has been generated from the past corruption issues. In 2015, Gilbert explains start Brazil's economy reduced by nearly 4%, with the highest unemployment rate and wage rate falling (2). Between 2014 and 2015, Gilbert reports that Brazil's foreign direct investment declined by more than 12% (2). As a result of corruption, Brazil has lost between 3 to 5% of its GDP annually over the past years since the 1990s (Gilbert 2). In 2015 alone, it is estimated that the country lost approximately $27 billion in the form of GDP (Gilbert 3). As corruption continues to affect the economic system, the unemployment rate also continues to hike. Gilbert asserts that as a result of the corruption charges and case against 1 of Brazilian stop companies, Petrobras, the country has significantly reduced its workforce. Petrobras, which is responsible for most of the employment in Brazil, by the end of 2013, had already reduced its workforce by 34% (Gilbert 3). Other construction companies that colluded with Petrobras have also suffered extensively as they lay thousands of the employees off, some of them becoming bankrupt (Gilbert 4). According to Rodrigo-Caldeira, Brazil currently ranks at 75th position in the world as per the United Nations development program of the human development index (16). The ranking score on the HDI is based on life expectations, education, and income in Texas (Rodrigo-Caldeira 16). 
Despite having the biggest economy in Latin America, Brazil is way behind most of the Latin American countries such as Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, and Venezuela (Rodrigo-Caldeira 16). According to Rodrigo-Caldeira, Brazil continues to perform low in HDI because of the illegalities and irregularities at the government, both at the top and local government levels (16). This means that millions of Brazilians who expect their government to provide services for them are unable to get them due to illegal diversion of funds primarily meant to help improve education, health, and infrastructure in the country (Rodrigo-Caldeira 16). Based on GDP per capita and Corruption Perceptions Indexes, Brazil has continuously performed low compared to its sister countries like Chile, Uruguay, and Argentina? According to Rodrigo-Caldeira, Brazil’s is at 38% on the Corruption Perception Index against other countries like Uruguay and Chile with 74% and 70% respectively (18). The scale showed the most positive perception of 0-100%. As winter explains, the Latin American region is advancing at different levels because each country’s corruption index is different (2). 
In conclusion, Brazil and other Latin American countries continue to grow slowly economically because of intense corruption levels, which rank at the top of the government. This study has revealed that corruption is the key impediment to Brazil’s economic, social, and political development. Ending corruption requires more than just policies and the establishment of anti-corruption organizations to deal with the problem. It begins with the political goodwill of the political elites who have the responsibility to provide services to their constituents and subjects.
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